Term: The Basin and Range
Formal Definition: The Basin and Range is the “arid physiographic province occupying much of the western and southwestern part of the United States. The region comprises almost all of Nevada, the western half of Utah, southeastern California, and the southern part of Arizona and extends into northwestern Mexico. The province has a varied and remarkable topography consisting largely of numerous small, roughly parallel mountain ranges (trending north-south) separated by nearly flat desert plains, or basins” (Encyclopedia Britannica) 
Usage: To some the Basin and Range seems utterly barren, but to those who find beauty in open space and interesting rock formations, it is a haven. Many of the exposed bedrock in the Basin and Range is approximately 1,000 million years old (1/4 of the Earth’s history!). Much of the topography of the region has formed by plate tectonics. The entire province is literally moving westward, and as it stretches, it is uplifted and pulled a part to form the north-south mountain ranges. The topography was also sculpted by the last ice age, during which, most of the region was beneath Lake Bonneville (16,000-14,500 years ago). 
Importance to Utah: The Basin and Range covers the majority of the western half of Utah. The geology and ecology are important to geologists and climatologists studying the Earth’s history. 

This province impacts the weather systems that the eastern half of the state receives. The absence of mountain chains in the northern Basin and Range aids in the precipitation that falls on the Wasatch and Uinta mountains. There is no rain-shadow that takes a significant amount of precipitation from the atmosphere. 
Idea(s) for Image: 

An image with characteristic features of the basins of the Basin and Range: 
Hamblin: Tule Valley, pg. 228-228

