Term: Longitude
Formal Definition: “Longitude is the position east and west of the prime meridian” (Cartography: Thematic Map Design).  
Usage: Longitude is a line of reference, running north-south that is important to determining location. Also known as meridians, these lines converge at the poles therefore there is no constant set distance between them. At the equator, each degree of longitude is 69.2 miles apart, however as the lines converge closer to the poles the distance lessens. Like latitude, degrees of longitude are subdivided into minutes (60 minutes per degree) and seconds (60 seconds per minute). Each longitudinal line splits the earth in half, therefore, like the equator, all they are all “great circles.” 
Importance to Utah: What really matters is the distance away from the oceans…
Idea(s) for Image: 
Figure displaying the determination of latitude on the spherical Earth.
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« Are known as meridians.

« Runin a north-south direction.

* Measure distance east or west
of the prime meridian.

« Are farthest apart at the equator
and meef a the poles.

« Cross the equator at right

ngles.

+ L n planes that pass through
the Earth's axis.

« Are equalin length.

« Are halves of greal circles.





